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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to amendment filed 8/6/04. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

~~ 2: ^ThTf6ll5v7ing is a quotation of 35 U.S.cTl 03(a) which"fbrms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

tliSmiTl^ ^ ain H ed ff th ° Ugh f inventi0n is not identical 'y disclosed or described as set forth in 
■ IZTLt l w ' d,ffe L re " CeS bCtWeen the Subj£Ct matter S0U S ht t0 be P atent ^ and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a perTon 
having ordmary sk.il m the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by he 
manner in which the invention was made. y 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. ' In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-3, 9, 12, 17-19, 22-24, 28-30, and 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kipp (5,890,136) in view of Horwitz et al. (6,496,806). 

5. With respect to Claims 1,1 1 , 22 and 32: Kipp discloses the use of an order database (26) 
that is used to pull inventory and for shipping (See abstract), where the orders are tracked 
(Column 2, lines 34-37) through an order database (Column 7, lines 16-18) and tracks the 
articles (Column 5, lines 47-64). However, Kipp fails to disclose the use of a unit order 
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database that includes a record for each unit of each item of the order. Horwitz discloses the use 
of a method and system for tracking each individual item of a cluster of items (See abstract) that 
can be used for purchase order systems (Column 1, lines 17-63), where a record of each item is 
stored in a database, and each record is linked through a cluster, so that when the status of one 
item changes, the cluster changes (see Column 4, lines 40-57, Column 1, lines 1-20, and Column 
8, lines 1 7-24). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Kipp, to include the method and system of tracking each 
individual item of a cluster, as disclosed by Horwitz, in order to more accurately track items that 
are moved, handled or processed in clusters. (See Horwitz, Column 1) 

6. With respect to Claims 2, 12, 23 and 33: See Horwitz, Column 6, lines 9-19. 

7. With respect to Claims 3, 13, 24 and 34: See Horwitz, Column 6, lines 28-50. 

8. With respect to Claims 7, 17 and 28: Horwtiz discloses the updating of the database that 
contains the items happens when the items are moved from one storage location to another 
storage location (See Column 11, line 41 to Column 12, line 64). The examiner considers this to 
be a periodic basis, since the pallets are not moved on a continuous basis, but sit in storage and 
inventory. 

9. With respect to Claims 8, 1 8 and 29: The items in Horwitz are tracked on a real time 
basis (column 12, lines 65), therefore multiple times a day, which the examiner considers to be 
done on a daily basis. 

10. With respect to Claims 9, 19 and 30: See Column 12, lines 1-67. 
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11. Claims 4-6, 10, 13-16, 21, 25-27, 3 1 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kipp and Horwitz et al. as applied to claims 1, 1 1, 22 and 32 above, and 
further in view of Peachey-Kountz et al. (6,463,345). 

12. With respect to Claims 4-6, 10, 13-16, 21, 25-27, 31 and 35: Kipp and Horwitz discloses 
the use of a purchase order and having a record for each item in an order that is shipped, but fail 
to disclose the order can be modified to increase or decrease the quantity of the order, and either 
adding a unit record or setting a record to cancelled. Peachey-Kountz discloses the use of orders 
where the quantity of items are changed and modified due to backorders or cancellation of orders 
(see Figures 5-7, Column 11, lines 53-67), and the record status is updated to reflect the change, 
(see Figures 5 and 6 with corresponding detailed description). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Kipp and 
Horwitz, to include the capability of changing the order, and the records reflecting the change, in 
order to provide an improved reporting system. (See Peachey-Kountz, Column 9) 

Response to Arguments 

1 3 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-35 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamisue A. Webb whose telephone number is (703) 308-8579. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 - 4:00). 
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If attemptS t0 reach exami ^r by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
•Wbe-obtaMmme^ 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jamisue Webb 



JOHN G. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



